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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, claims 1-4 and 6-16 in the 
reply filed on January 24, 2008 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale in 
this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 3, 4, 8-11 and 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. 5,409,477 to Caron et al. 

The patent to Caron et al. discloses a flow restriction device fitted into a fluid 
line comprising a conduct, provided with a baffle (50), positioned perpendicular to the 
direction of flow that is provided with an opening which links an upstream and 
downstream section of the line. Caron et al. discloses an opening (48) is provided in 
the baffle with a diameter that can range from about 0.0011 to about 0.0050 inches 
(27.9 to 127 jam), as recited in claims 1, 3 and 15. The thickness of the baffle plate 
(30) is 0.012 inches, having a tolerance of +0.002 inches (0.25 to 0.35 mm), as recited 
in claims 1, 4, and 15. The conduit and baffle are produced from a one piece 
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polycarbonate plastic material, as recited in claims 1, 8 and 15. The conduit is in 
connection with tubing (14), as recited in claim 9 and it also includes a self-seeking 
edge at (28) as well as coupling piece at the opposite end, as recited in claims 10 and 
1 1 . The opening has what can be considered a slot, conical opening (44) just in front 
of the opening. The conduit comprises a medical metering device, as recited in claim 
16. In regard to the fluid flow through the flow restriction being laminar, the Caron 
et al. reference discloses the restriction opening within the recited ranges, and 
therefore the fluid there through will be laminar. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this tide, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Caron 
et al. in view of U.S. 4,654,026 to Underwood 

The patent to Caron et al. discloses the recited structure, with the exception of 
providing identification means. The patent to Underwood discloses an intravascular 
tube assembly. Disposed at intervals along the tubes are indicia (11, 12) comprised of 
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numbers printed on the tubes. The indicia, however, may take other forms, including 
letters, bands of color or other symbols. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide to the conduit 
of Caron et al. identification means as suggested by Underwood in order to identify 
the substance of the fluid flowing through the conduit. 

4. Claims 2, 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Caron et al. in view of U.S. 2,484,41 8 to Mercier. 

The patent Caron et al. discloses the recited structure with the exception of 
providing a plurality of openings nor does it disclose the opening being conical with 
the opening widening in the direction of fluid flow. The patent to Mercier discloses a 
device including a flow restriction member (6) including a plurality of openings (7), 
through which fluid flows. The opening having a conical portion (12), with the axis 
of the cone coincidental with the axis of the opening and widening in the direction of 
fluid flow. It is disclosed, col. 2, that the member is so shaped to minimize turbulence 
and to provide adequate capacity for the passage of fluid in and out of the container. 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the baffle of Caron et al. to have a plurality of 
passages and to provide each opening with a conical portion that widens in the 
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direction of flow, both as suggested by Mercier in order to aid in providing laminar 
flow and to allow for greater flow through the baffle. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The patents to Martin, Schommer, Lasaitis et al., and Gunter 
are pertinent to Applicant's invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Patrick F. Brinson whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-4897. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin P. Shaver can be reached on (571) 272-4720. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http:/ /pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 

/Patrick F. Brinson/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3754 

P. F. Brinson 
February 16, 2008 



